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Using the internet for teaching 
and learning English 

Only connect! 

We need a place where teachers can 

discuss what is useful and what is not. 

A place where people who have dared 

try something out can tell others about it. 

Ready to teach? 



Talking points 

 How can the internet make English 
something more than a subject at school? 

 What can we find online that is reliable and 
useful? 

 How can we use resources online? 

 What are the advantages/problems of 
being online while in a classroom? 

 Who has already done projects that they 
could share? 



Advantages of online 
resources 

 English from all over the world at your 

fingertips 

 Experts who share experience 

 Integrating sound, pictures, words 

 Transferable skills 

 

 



1. Reliable sites: British 
Council  

 Learnenglish.britishcouncil.org 

 Podcasts galore 

 Download audio file 

 Pre-listening exercise 

 Vocabulary exercise 

 Spelling exercise 

 Grammar exercise 

 Tapescript 

 

 



Downloadable Audio file 

Good 

Journalism? 

BUT HOW 

AUTHENTIC 

IS THIS? 

 



Pre-listening activity 



Vocabulary Test 



Spelling 



2) Interaction on the 
web  

 Free courses where you can chat (even 

teachers) and have your posts corrected 

 E.g. livemocha 

 Buuu 

 



Free Online Courses 

 Livemocha.com 

 Livemocha fuses traditional learning methods 

with online practice, and interaction with native 

language speakers from around the world. 

 the world’s largest language learning 

community – 11 million members 

 38 languages 

 an engaging and collaborative approach to 

language learning. 



Free  

Feedback from an expert 

Livemocha.com 



www.buuu.com 



Twinning schools 

 Ponti per la pace 

 In realtà, non di muri ha bisogno la Terra 

Santa, ma di ponti!  Giovanni Paolo II 
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L’idea 

 Il progetto «Ponti per la Pace» nasce dal desiderio di favorire l’incontro, la 

conoscenza e l’amicizia tra gli studenti italiani e del Medio Oriente (Autonomia 

Palestinese e Israele) promuovendo la collaborazione tra realtà scolastiche dei tre 

Paesi. 

 Lo strumento utilizzato sarà la collaborazione via internet tra scuole, realizzata da 

singoli professori o da istituzioni scolastiche, che costituirà gemellaggi virtuali tra 

classi di pari livello (NODO).  

 Componenti essenziali dei NODI saranno il rapporto diretto, in lingua inglese, tra gli 

studenti delle due classi gemellate, gli scambi di documenti, immagini, filmati e 

musiche per condividere lingua, interessi, tradizioni, esperienze e materiale 

didattico in genere. Ogni NODO, realizzerà, secondo accordi e preferenze dei due 

docenti promotori, videoconferenze, interviste, lezioni a distanza, lavori di 

collaborazioni quali ricerche, tesine e approfondimenti su temi inerenti il corso di 

studio e sul contesto sociale e culturale. 

 I gemellaggi potranno aprire la possibilità di visite culturali, stage e scambi di 

studenti e docenti, collaborazioni alla formazione degli insegnanti, contatti con 

realtà esterne alla scuola coinvolte nel processo educativo. 
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Cambridge UP Resources 
peo.cambridge.org 

 



Jargon buster (peo) The 
Lipstick index 



Explanation 



3) Developing descriptive 
skills: photography sites 
 

 E.g. David Butali 

 http://www.flickr.com/photos/dylan66/ 



Asciano Siena 



Scenes by night 



4) Watching videos that are 
complete packages 

 RSA Animate  - Language as a 

window into human nature 

(Stephen Pinker) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=3-son3EJTrU 

 Speaking, and writing 

 How do you feel about this 

video? Honestly 
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Ted Videos – Ideas worth 
spreading  

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/louie_schwartzberg_

nature_beauty_gratitude.html 
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Sounds are fundamental to 
language, not just words 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUGox

HalMjE 

 

 I can do that… I did a TEFL in my gap year 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUGoxHalMjE
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5) Projects using material 
found on the web 

 From Enjoy Literature (Rainero, Fusi, Murphy, 

Itaca 2011) 

 

 Project on World War 2 

 Project on Roald Dahl and writing a 

biography 

 SCUOLA SECONDARIA DI PRIMO GRADO 



www.roalddahl.com 

 Click on Roald Dahl first and then on Meet Roald 
Dahl. Answer the questions, using the box you 
have at the beginning of this chapter, then print 
the Identity Card at the end and write a 
paragraph both on Dahl and you. 

 Now click on Roald Dahl photo album. Choose 
a photo and describe it. Why have you chosen 
this photo? Is it significant to Dahl’s life? Why? 

 Design a golden ticket similar to the ones Willy 
Wonka placed inside the candy bars. What 
could you say on the ticket? Make up your own 
words. 

 



 
6) Teaching with 
Corpora and  
7) with an iPad  
 
 
(prepared by Prof. 
Pierfranca Forchini)  



SOME ONLINE 
CORPORA 

CORPUS OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN ENGLISH  

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ 

 

TIME MAGAZINE CORPUS 

http://corpus.byu.edu/time/ 

 

 
P. Forchini Teaching through Corpora 

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
http://corpus.byu.edu/time/


CORPUS OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN ENGLISH  
(COCA)  

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ 

P. Forchini Teaching through Corpora 

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/


VOCABULARY LEARNING 

THROUGH COLLOCATION 

P. Forchini Teaching through Corpora 



VOCABULARY LEARNING 

THROUGH COLLOCATION 

P. Forchini Teaching through Corpora 



TIME MAGAZINE CORPUS 
http://corpus.byu.edu/time/ 

 

P. Forchini Teaching through Corpora 

http://corpus.byu.edu/time/


http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ 



Thousands of iPad 
applications  

= RESOURCES for TEACHING 
Grammar / Pronunciation / Speaking / Writing 
/Spelling / Reading / Listening ... 

Dictionaries 

Videos 

Music 

Games 

... 



Thousands of applications 



Thousands of applications 



Thousands of applications 



Thousands of applications 



Thousands of applications 



Grammar - Explanations / Exercises / Tests 



If you enter the word  
PRONUNCIATION  
in the search box,  

383 entries come up 



worth checking - IPA: 



worth checking:  

A virtual lab to teach / show the organs of speech 



Listening - TV / Videos / Music / Radio Programs / ... 

Reading - Comics / eBooks / ... 



Spelling (Games) 



If you enter the word DICTIONARY, 2538 entries come 
up! 



worth checking: 



I would like to… 
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